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Joel Lane Museum House
SCHOOL PRESENTATION: COLONIAL SCHOOLS
Objective:

By the end of this presentation, students should have a basic knowledge of the type of education that children in the colonial period received. This will be accomplished through the following methods:

1.  The presenter will provide an oral and visual presentation of different aspects of colonial and early American schooling, such as discipline, subject matter studied, location, and materials used.

2. Through the use of reproductions, students will actually handle and use materials and objects used in schools of the period.
In order to fulfill the overall needs and objectives of the presentation, the presenter should emphasize the commonalities and differences that modern-day children have with children of the period.  Keep in mind, the ages of the students involved (5-10) dictate a very basic, straight-forward, and engaging presentation.  Don’t talk over their heads.  Let the students’ interest and the artifacts guide the presentation. 

The number and type of objects to be shown is entirely up to the presenter.  However, consideration of the amount of time one has, the environment in which one is presenting, and the wishes of the students’ teacher should all be factored into which objects should be presented. 

Time of Presentation: 20-30 minutes

Suitable Grades: K-5

Items to be used may include the following:
Horn book (Early book)

Battledore

Photo of Old Field School

Dunce Cap
New England Primer

Slate and Soapstone

Switch & Hickory Stick

Alphabet Cards & Doll (for younger children since doll

           is not authentic)

Embroidery Hoop

Sign for Necks of the Ill-behaved

Quill pen, Ink Bottle, Sand Shaker
Seal and Sealing Wax

Pre-Presentation Set Up:

If possible, it is best to have a table placed in front of the classroom in order to have the objects laid out for east use.  Depending on time, attention span, and number of students involved, the presenter may alter the presentation as he or she sees fit.

 Introduction:
The presenter may want to start by asking the students about their school, the subjects they study, how they are disciplined when they misbehave, who their teachers are, how they are paid, etc.

Children living in the 18th and 19th centuries were not educated like most children are today.  Their mothers taught them to read at home.  Boys who lived in rural areas attended old field schools (show photo) and had male school masters.  George Washington attended such a school. In rural areas, boys from wealthy families might have a tutor who lived in the home to teach them or be sent off to school. Subject matter (show card) included navigating, surveying, ciphering (arithmetic), etc.
Girls were taught the domestic arts such as cooking, sewing, (show embroidery) cooking and house keeping. If they lived in New England, they may have attended Dames Schools which were taught by women in their kitchens.  Such schools were available in Wake County in the 19th century.  In rural areas of the South, girls learned these skills from their mothers. 
Book and paper were scarce, so children learned the alphabet and to read from battledores (show) horn books (show), and primers (show), depending on their ages.  
Handwriting was an important subject. Slates were used by young children to practice writing. Scholars practiced beginning at age 12 writing with quill (show) and ink on writing sheets (show) or copy books (show). School masters were proud of their penmanship and advertised their skills.

Discipline: School masters were notoriously strict and had many ways of disciplining their scholars. Scholars who misbehaved were made to wear the Dunce Cap (show) and sit in the corner if they had not learned their lessons.  Those who were fidgety, bit their fingers, or otherwise were unable to sit still were forced to wear signs (show) around their necks describing their misbehavior.  If they still did not mind, scholars may be whipped with a switch or stout hickory stick (show).
Payment to a school master was often made by barter of farm produce (show corn).  There was little money in circulation at the time to pay a school master. A scholar was required to bring wood to school in the winter so that the school building could be kept warm.  Those who forgot had to sit the farthest from the fire. 
Conclusion:

As you can see, school in the late 18th and early 19th centuries was very different, but also a little like your schooling today. 

Conclusion should include a brief summary of what was discussed, Especially include the differences between then and now. If time, space, and number of children allow, the presenter may wish to have the children use/examine the objects that were discussed. 
Glossary:

Apprentice A young person who was bound to a person to learn a trade. Boys were bound or apprenticed to a master until they were twenty-one, girls until they were eighteen. Orphans or indigent children as young as three were "bound" out to individuals. It was up to the master to see that the apprentice learned to read and write. Benjamin Franklin was apprenticed to his brother to learn the printing trade. His brother’s cruelty caused Franklin to run away and set up his own printing shop. 
Barter School masters were often paid with farm produce which they either used or sold the surplus. There were no free schools supported by the state. In some towns, schools were supported by gifts from wealthy men or even lotteries.
Battledore A  cardboard book, bifold with flap containing the alphabet, simple syllables, and a verse from the Bible. It also included simple words with woodcut illustrations.

Copy Book The  small, 3 1/2" by 4", paper book made by each scholar for writing practice. The master would write a word or phrase and the scholar would copy the sample.

Dame Schools Schools  for young children, boys and girls, taught by women in their kitchens. More  prominent in New England in the colonial era, but appearing in Wake County in the 19th century. 

Dunce Cap School masters were notoriously strict and had many ways of punishing their scholars. Hickory sticks, switches, and leather straps were used in physical punishment. Scholars were also made to wear a high cap with "Dunce" on it and stand or sit in front of the class. 
Horn Book An early book used to teach beginning readers. It consisted of a rigid support, usually wood, with a printed page fixed to the support. The printed paper included the alphabet, syllables, and the Lord’s Prayer and was covered with pieces of cow horn.

Latin or Grammar School An advanced school found in larger towns. The curriculum was based on the English system. Latin and Greek were taught as preparation for attendance at a university. The term college was used for schools, as in the Log College that was near Greensboro, NC.

Old Field School A locally sponsored and supported school, usually a log cabin. The name derives from its location in an unproductive field. George Washington is supposed to have received all of his education at such schools. 

Penmanship Learning  to write was an important part of colonial schooling, especially for older children. At twelve years old, a scholar would begin learning to write with a quill pen and ink. School masters were proud of their penmanship and would advertize their skills. John Hancock studied with a noted master. 

New England Primer A small book, 5 inches by 3 inches, of eighty pages used in many schools. Like the Horn Book, it contained the alphabet, easy syllables and words of six syllables. Reading lessons were prayers, rhymes and illustrations associated with letters. A scholar was ready for grammar school when he had mastered the Primer.

Scholar Students were called scholars, not students. 

School Master The  term used for colonial teachers who were always men. He might be well educated or a neighbor needing a job.

Slates Paper was especially costly in colonial times, too expensive to let young children use to practice their writing skills. Slates and a soft stone, such as soap stone, were used by students. The expression "start with a clean slate" probably originates from this era. 

Tutors Young men hired by well to do families to teach their children, usually just the boys.




Photo of Interior of School House


Ear of Corn as Payment for School Master


Spelling Dice


Lists of Subjects Studied for Girls 	& Boys


“For Girls” Poem of Subjects for 	Girls (for older students)


Arithmetic Book


Handwriting Sheet








