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Costume Guidelines for Male Docents

June, 2010
It is often attention to details that makes or breaks a visit to a museum.  Period clothes on docents add to the overall experience of the visit to a history museum.  Just as we strive to furnish the JLMH with proper period furnishings in a realistic, lived-in arrangement, we can choose to complete the atmosphere with authentically-clothed tour guides.  A living, breathing, “18th-century person,” even if not a first-person interpreter, puts static museum objects in context; that is, a period-clothed interpreter reminds visitors that the museum tells the story of the PEOPLE who lived there.

 Docents should never wear “costumes,” at least not in the theatrical sense.  Period clothing should enhance the museum experience by serving as an additional teaching tool, not because it “looks cute.” Inaccurate clothing presents the visitor with false information, which is unacceptable.  Therefore, it is our purpose to strive, within budget constraints and practicality, to present authentically clothed docents.  To achieve this, we put forth these minimum clothing guidelines as well as suggestions for docents who wish to take their clothing interpretations beyond the minimum requirement. 

(These guidelines assume that the JLMH provides a shirt, waistcoat, stockings, and breeches for each docent.)

Each male docent must wear the following as his uniform:


Shirt (provided) worn with no visible undershirt

Breeches (provided); if too large, suspenders (provided) hold them up 


Waistcoat (provided) worn over shirt and breeches
Solid color socks/stockings (provided) 
Plain, black, closed-toed shoes (not provided)
If the docent wishes, he may layer the uniform over street clothes; however, street clothes must not be visible under the uniform.  Docents may change completely into the uniform, or they may wish to bring alternative clothes to wear under the uniform if their regular street clothes cannot be worn under the uniform.  Visible layers of street clothes look unprofessional.  
If the docent is unable or unwilling to comply with these standards he may wear modern clothes instead of the uniform.  Docents should keep in mind that they represent the JLMH and should dress accordingly. All docents should wear name tags to identify them as such. 

OPTIONAL but encouraged:

Remove jewelry


Replace modern glasses with contacts or wear simple wire-framed spectacles
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