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SCHOOL PRESENTATION: 
LATE - 18TH & EARLY- 19TH CENTURY WORK AND PLAY
Objective:


By the end of this presentation, students should have a basic knowledge of the types of chores done by and games played by late 18th- and early – 19th   century children.  They should also gain an understanding of how children contributed to the daily needs of family life and what they did for entertainment.  This will be done through the following methods: 


1.  The presenter will provide an oral and visual explanation of the different types 

of chores done by children and the games / toys which they played with.  


2.  Through the use of reproductions, students will actually get to handle and use 


tools, objects, and toys pertaining to the colonial and later periods.  

In order to fulfill the overall needs and objectives of the presentation, the presenter should emphasize the commonalities and differences that modern-day children have with children of the late 18th and early 19th century.  Keep in mind, the age of the students involved (5-10) dictate a very basic, straight-forward, and engaging presentation.  Don’t talk over their heads.  Let the student’s interests and the objects guide the presentation.

The number and type of objects to be shown is entirely up to the presenter.  However, special considerations to the amount of time one has, the environment in which one is presenting, and the wishes of the student’s teacher should all be factored into which objects should be presented.  

Time of Presentation:
20-30 minutes

Suitable Grades:  K – 5th Grade
Items to be used may include the following:


-  Candle Mold w/Candles 
- Cup & Ball


- Spinning Tops (3)


-  Chamber Pot

- Jacob’s Ladder

- Dolls (4)


-  Yoke w/buckets

- Whirligig / Buzz Saw
- Graces 


-  Spider Pan


-  Toy Guns


- Jacks

-  Wool Cards


- Pick-Up Sticks


-  Iron-forged Toaster

- Dolls




- Candle Snuffer / Wick Trimmer
Pre-Presentation Set-Up:


If possible, it is best to have a table placed in front of the classroom in order to have the objects laid out for easy use.  Depending on time, attention span, and number of students involved, the presenter may alter the presentation as he or she sees fit.    
Introduction: Part #1 Work


The presenter may want to start by asking the students how many of them have to do chores around the house and what kind of chores they do.

Children living in the late 18th and early 19th centuries also had to do chores around the house.  Children were given such chores not only to make them feel useful, but because their help was needed.  Unlike today, families did not have labor saving devices like washing machines, dishwashers, vacuum cleaners, or electric sewing machines.  Most children started working around the house when they were about 4 years old.  Children would do things like pull weeds in the garden, plant and harvest crops, care for younger children, and a variety of other tasks.  


Childhood was viewed as a way to prepare the child to be an adult.  So, from an early age, children were be put to work.  By the age of 12, most children were preparing for their adult livelihood.  Boys would often become apprentices where they could learn such things as how to be a blacksmith, a printer, a shoe cobbler, a candle-maker, a farmer, or a variety of other trades.  Girls would learn how to cook, clean, spin thread or yarn, weave cloth, and sew clothing.    

Let’s take a look at a few things you might have had to do if you lived in the 18th century. 

#1  Spider Pan

#2  Iron-forged Toaster

#3  Yoke w/buckets

As a way of introducing these objects and explaining them, the presenter may want to ask the students if any of them ever help out in the kitchen.  The presenter can then explain that Joel Lane’s kitchen didn’t have a stove or an oven.  He had to cook over a fire in the fireplace.  At this point, the presenter can then show how the spider pan and toaster were used for cooking.

The same approach can also be taken with the yoke and buckets.  The presenter may wish to ask if anyone helps wash dishes or has to load the dishwasher.  He or she can then explain that Mr. Lane had no sink or running water in the kitchen.  At this point, they can demonstrate the use of the yoke and buckets.  The presenter may wish to actually demonstrate this using a student from the class.  The presenter can also use the pot scrubber on the spider pan to show how you could clean it. 

The presenter should be sure to point out what the objects are made of; where they would be used; and how they relate to today’s appliances / gadgets. 
#4  Candle-Mold

#5  Candle Snuffer / Wick Trimmer


In introducing these objects, the presenter should explain that Joel Lane’s house had no electricity.  So, how did he see?  The presenter can then show how the children may have helped in the production of candles or how they may have “turned out the lights.”
#6  Wool Cards


In showing this object, the presenter will want to emphasize that people from this time period made a lot of their own clothing and blankets.  Carding wool was done primarily by girls, but boys also did too.  Be sure and explain that the purpose of this chore is to straighten and smooth out the wool’s fibers so they can be spun into thread or yarn.  
#7  Chamber Pot


Once again, the presenter may point out that Joel Lane’s house had no bathroom inside it.  They should then talk about the use of necessaries (outhouses).  After this, they could introduce the chamber pot to explain what one would do if they had to go to the bathroom in the middle of the night, if the weather was bad, or if they had an “emergency.”  It should also be pointed out that they might have to empty this pot from time to time.  


As you can see, working around the house, on a farm, or in a business was a big part of life for late 18th- and early 19th- century children.  However, though life was difficult and extremely busy, there was also a need to relax and play.  So just like kids today, colonial children had their own games and toys to play with.  
Part Two: Games & Toys


Raise your hand if you have ever played these games or toys:


- Tag


- Flew a kite

- Hopscotch


- Marbles

- Leap frog

- Sledding


- Spun tops

- Yo-Yos

-  Dolls or toy soldiers


- Playing Cards



- Pick-Up Sticks


- Rolled a Hoop (or a wheel)


- Board Games

- Played with tea sets



- Played with toy guns


- Rhyming / Singing Games


- Cat’s Cradle


Well, late 18th- century and early 19th- century kids played with these same kind of toys too.   


Now, if you lived in or near a town, and your family had a little money, some of your toys might be bought from local merchants or stores.  This would include such toys as tea sets, board games, and toy soldiers.  But what if you lived in the country or your family was poor?  Where would your toys come from?  

(Adults and even the children themselves may have made their own toys.)  

What were these toys probably made of?    

(They used what was most readily available to them – things like wood, ribbons, and string.)

All the toys I’m going to share with you have 2 things in common:  they are primarily made out of wood and they could be made at home.  

The selection and demonstration of toys is entirely up to the presenter.  Though most of the toys are self-explanatory, a brief description and use of some of the toys follow:
#1 Ball and Cup


This is a real simple toy and consists of a cup on one end of a handle with a wooden ball attached to a string.  Hold it by the handle and gently swing or toss the ball into the air and catch it in the cup.  Children would often take turns with this toy and see who could catch the most balls in the cup.  
#2 Whirligig / Buzz Saw / Moon Spinner / Bull Roarer

This simple toy is made by running a piece of double-string through a large wooden disk.  Sometimes a button or an old silver coin would be used instead of a wooden disk.  By winding the string up and then giving a series of pulls, the disk will start to spin faster and faster, making the sound of a buzz saw.  If you alternately increase and release the tension on the string, you can make different types of patterns in the air with it.  
#3 Jacob’s Ladder


This toy is called a “Jacob’s Ladder.” It’s made of several flat wooden blocks that are connected with ribbons.  When held correctly and tilted forward and backwards, it looks as if one block is tumbling down over the blocks beneath it.  Besides playing with it this way, you can also use it to make different shapes by holding the end blocks and moving the Jacob’s Ladder with two hands.
#4 Graces


This is an outdoor game called “Graces” and involves throwing a hoop back and forth and catching it on two wands.  In the early19th century, this game was considered both proper and beneficial exercise for young ladies, but it was also proper as well for boys to join the game in the company of girls or to play it among themselves.  

NOTE:  Due to being in a classroom, the presenter may not wish to demonstrate the use of graces.  Since it involves catching and throwing, it should be only used for outdoor presentations.  

Conclusion


As you can see, childhood in the late 18th and early 19th centuries was very different, but also a little like your lives today. Children were expected to work, to help out around the house, and to learn a trade early in their life so they could be better adults.  But, children were also allowed to play as well.  

The presenter’s conclusion should be include a brief summary of what was discussed, to especially include the differences between the chores and games / toys that children from different time periods used.  If time, space, and number of children allow, the presenter may wish to have the children use / examine the objects that were discussed.
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