Liar’s Club: What Is It, How Was It Made, and Why Was It Important?
1. Hand Carders—to prepare fleece (raw wool) for spinning by separating and straightening the fibers. Importance: step in making woolen clothes for winter.
Is it a set of clothes brushes?  Is it to clean the walls or floors?

2. Straw bundle—to beat out sparks that fly from a wood fire in a fireplace. Importance: to prevent fires.
Is it a broom? Is it a back scratcher? 
3. Snuffer—to put out a candle and trim (cut) the wick. Importance: candles were time-consuming to make.  Trimming the wick kept the candle from burning too fast and to keep it from smoking.
Is it a pair of scissors?  It is a pair of tweezers?

4. Gorget—a vestige of medieval armor, by the colonial period it was worn around an officer’s neck to denote his rank. Importance: in battle, soldiers could see whom to follow.
Is it a drinking cup? Is it a knife?

5. Gourd—a product from a plant (technically a fruit) which when dried, hollowed out, and cut open , can be used for storage of things such as animal fat. Importance: ease of retrieval and use of contents; if fat, for making candles or cooking.
Is it a horn?  Is it a weapon?

6. Toaster—Two slices of bread inserted in the curved section and held before a fire to make toast.  Top swivels to toast the other side. Importance: they believed that raw bread would make the consumer ill with knots in the stomach.
Is it a fence post? Is it a wagon wheel?
7. Lady’s pocket—a bag or sack worn around a woman’s waist in which she could store important items such as fan, money, etc. Importance: keeps her from losing or misplacing important items.
Is it a toy? Is it a hat?

8. Hair curler—to curl the hair on a wig.  Importance: the wealthy wore wigs to look stylish and cover dirty or lice-infested hair.
Is it a bone? Is it a hammer?

9. Flint and Steel—a special type piece of rock and a piece of steel that when struck together produces a spark that can be used to start a fire. Importance:  with no electricity, people needed a fire starter so they could cook their food and keep warm at night or in the winter.
Is it a toy? Is it a nose ring and hat?
10. Handkerchief—a piece of cloth, often linen, used to blow the nose or mop the brow. Importance: Washing clothing was not done often, so clothes stayed somewhat cleaner.  No Kleenex.
Is it an apron? Is it a flag?

11. Fan—used for colonial air conditioning—to keep cool. Also used to communicate with members of the opposite sex. Importance: hot in summer, and also printed with lessons for the child to be reminded of how to behave.
Show closed—Is it a crutch or cane?  Is it a knife? Point out how to open—slide, don’t pull the sides apart.
12. Pieces of Eight—Spanish coin widely used in the colonies. (Great Britain would not allow them to mint their own currency)  When change was needed, the owner cut the coin along the lines of the cross on the reverse. Importance: money was scarce.
Is it a spoon? Is it a toothpick?

13. Wax Animal—A piece of wax used to stiffen thread for sewing.  Makes the thread easier to thread through a needle. Importance: The older you get the harder it is to thread a needle! 
Is it a candle? Is it a piece of candy?
